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A MORAL TALE. 


{ Tranflated from the Italian, ] 


Pound weight of the beft advice is not worth a grain of exe 
perience. Deftiny fo ordered it, as to make Thomaffo to 
be born in a little village near Ferrara, where the obfcurity of 
his birth, as much as the fmallnefs of his fortune, feemed to 
have configned him for life. He had fcarce attained the age of 
reflection, when he thought of forgetting the one, changing the 
other, and correéting the error ef deitiny. He quitted his hame 
let, repaired to Rome, and made an excellent ufe of an acute, 
fubile, and infinuating wit mature had given him, which is 
commor ly the diftinétive charaéter of thofe of his country. 
Thomaffo’s fedu@tive exterior prepoffeffed people at fir 
fight in his favour, and this indeed is the bett of all recommen- 
dations. He made his addreffes to a pretty woman, got the 
better of fome fcruples, married her, and made his fortune. 
How rapid foever his courfe in lite was, he was often obliged to 
ftop fhort in the different claffes that compofe fociety, and have 
connexions with thote that fet its {prings in motion. In thort. he 
had lived with the great, with coquets, with devotees, and with 
philofuphers. He was acquainted with extreme politenefs, 2miae 
ble gallanury, auflere decorum, and the enthufiafm of v rtue. 
He bad alio athorough knowledge of envy, falfchood, hypo- 
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crify, and vanity, the grand acting powers of man’s heart ; but 
flattered himfelf he fhould neither be the mockery of the one, 
nor the viétim of the other. In this good company he remained 
as long as the eflablifhment of his fortune required, and, when 
he had a mind to enjoy it, he deferted without regret thofe whom 
he fought with eficem. 

Jeronimo, the fruit of this matrimonial union, was brought 
up as an only fon, that is, completely {poiled, efpecially by his 
mother, who fortunately for him died before he attained an age 
when it would hardly be poffible for him to deface the dane , 
gerous impreflions of a bad education. His difpofition was 
good, his temper éafy, his heart tender, his mind weak, as are 
all of his fort, approving whatever he faw, believing all that was 
faid to him, and doing willingly all he was defired. Nothing 
often fo little refembles the ftock as the branch that fhoots from 
it. Thomaffo had learned to be wife; he thought he could 
teach his fon the fame prudential. maxims ; vain hope! ridicu- 
Tous proje&! everyone muft pay out of his own fund the ex- 
pences of his education ; fo true it is that one grain of experi- 
ence is of preater value than a pound of the beft advice. 

Thomaffo left therefore his fon inthe hands of providence,and 
had the good nature to die in good time, that the fon might er- 
joy the fortune he had accumulated. Fancying it would avail 
nothing to put himfelt to the ftrefs of a tedious piece of advice, 
he only recommended three things to him: ‘* Never to deliver 
up his liberty to a great man, to communicate his fecrets to a 
woman, or beftow his friendfhip on a philofopher.” Jeronimo 
promifed, and even bound himfelf by oath never to deviate 
from thefe three commandments. ‘The good Thomaflo then 
embraced kis fon with as much pleafure as a dying man could 
feel, and in fa& he died the fame day. 

This day, and more efpecially the day of his funeral, were 
confecrated by the tears of Jeronimo. As to the three articles 
recommended to him by his dying father, he promifed himfelf 
he fhould not forget them ; he therefore refolved to devote 
himlelf to fach pleafures as his inclination led him to, The 
{ports of the chace were his favourite paflion, In that exercife 
he could equally gratify his inclination and felf-love ; for he 
had the repatation of being the greateit hunter in the country ; 
and it often happens that in pleafures one feeks more to gratify 
vanity than inclination. 

‘| Ris indifputed reputation, which Signor Jeronimo was pof- 
T-ffed of, foon reached the court of the Duke of Ferrara, who 
bimfelf was a keen fportfman. That Prince had a lodge near 
our herd’s ciate, and bethought himtelf of calling at his houfe 
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to.engage his company in his hunting-parties. Haying accord- 
ingly made known his defire to him, Jerqmino, in return for 
the honour, thewed all the refpeé& and joy an event fo little ex- 
pected could have excited in him ; for he had his little vanity 
as well as another, and faw with fatisfaction the confideration fo 
fignal a diftinétion would procere himin the country. The re- 
ception he gave the Duke was worthy of that Prince, who ade 
mired his talents far beyond the idea he had entertained of them. 
Jeronimo, praifed, carefled, and invited to all the Sovereign’s 
hunting matches, was fo elated that he could hardly contain 
himfelf, and, the moment the Duke lefthim, he ran about his 
houfe, fpoke to himfelf, fung, and jumped about like a fool, 

His good father Thomaifo never once all this time entered his 
mind; and, if he had, this dear and obedient fon would have 
thovght him a madman. What politenefs! What affability”! 
What engaging manners! what goodnefs did he not find in the 
Duke ! and how different from the behaviour of the gentlefolks, 
his neighbours, whofe addrefs was difdain, and familiarity con- 
tempt, by only clapping him on the fhoulders, and calling him 
friend Jeronimo. ‘* Ab, (faid he,) there is no true politenefs 
but at Court, andI have only to wait till to. morrow to be hand 
and glove with the Duke of Ferrara.”” When he fat down to 
fupper, he could not eat a bit for joy; when he went to bed, he 
could not fleep for thinking on what was to happen. At 
length the day appeared and he fet out, Honoured as he had 
been by thePrince, we may well imagine the fort of reception he 
met from the Courtiets.’ He was not lefs gracioully received by 
the Deke,who fhewed him all the curiofities in his armoury, con- 
ducted him to all his fables, brought him acquainted with all 
his dogs and birds of prey, giving the hiftory of the illufrious 
acts of each; In fhort, forgetting his rank and dignity, he 
treated him with the franknefs of a brother f{port{man, who 
meets with as good a fellow as himfelf. Jeronimo had the ho- 
nour to dineat his table, and on his Highnefs’s right hand, who 
did not let him go, without taking fome arrangement with him 
for a new hunting-match, and without heaping prefentson him, 
as marks'‘of his friendthip. 

if it be true, that travelling contributes to form the man, it is 
very certain that nothing chanyes a man fo much as travelling to 
Court. Jeronimo’s neighbours had an experimental knowleige 
of thisin him. He became ftiff, arrogant, haughty, and looked 
down on them as unworthy of his notice. ‘Tread on a worm, 
and it will turn, fays the proverb, They were ‘not wanting to 
reproach him with the meannefs of his birth and foolifh vanity ; 


but the Prince’s favour had fo buoyed him wp, he could not, or 
D2 would 
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would not, look into himfelf. The fweets, horvever, he tafted at 
Court, were all imbittered, when he remained at home any time. 
Their contempt was repaid with contempt, a thing Jeronimo 
knew nothing of before, when he peaceably enjoyed his {mall 
fortune. A great fortune or at leaft one more offentatious, taught 
him otherwife. Riches and ambition equaily ftretch our active 
and paffive faculties, enjoyments and privations, honours and 
mortifications, pleafures and difgraces. But. without making 
more retkections than our hero chofe to make himfelf on this 
emergency, it will be enough to obferve, that his little eftate, 
which before was all his delight, now became infupportable to 
him ; ke withed the management of it in other hands, and 
refolved to live in town, where the Prince had more- than 
once invited him to fettle, that he might have an opportanity of 
concerting oftener with him new hunting parties; which his 
Highnefs was become more fond of than ever, fince he had 
taken leffons from his dear Jeronimo. 

It was in chefe circumftances, to facilitate all their operations, 
that the Prince’s Grand Falconer had the complaifance to die. 
His place was immediately propofed to Jeronimo. In his pre- 
fent difpofition of mind he did not long let himfelf be folicited 
to accept of it; and indeed no office could fuit him better, and 
he had brought to fuch perfection the talent of training birds of 
prey, that none fuch were ever feen as thofe that had paffed out 
of his hands, 


[To be concluded in our next.] 
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To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


SIR, 
¥, the following account of a queftion, lately debated at 2 
club, meets with your approbation, the infertion of it in 
your little pleafing publication, will much oblige 
Your correfpondent, 


J. T. 





On the Caufe of frequent Bankruptcies. 


THE Prefident having taken the chair, and filence being pro- 
ean Mr. Benjamin Steady rofe and addreffed the Prefident 
as follows:—_" 








eee seein 











eee cere 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 2g 


Mr. PresipenT, : 

" T rife to fpeak to a queftion of great importance.—If to find 
out the caufe gave any affurance of effecting the cure, we might 
hope to fee the prefent evil removed ;\ but though the caufe is 
very difcoverable, the cure is difficult and uncertain. 

The caufe will be found in that general diflipation, vanity, 
and extravagant love of pleafure, which has ipervaded a clafs of 
people, whofe credit and improvement of property depend upon 
induftry and frugality, whilit the cure can only be by coum» 
terafting thofe vices. ; 

Some of you, my friends, may recolle& my having been in 
bofinefs, from which I have for fome years patt retired, having 
made a decent provifion for my family by honeft induftry, and 
a careful attention to my duty. 

I for many years kept an haberdafher’s fhop in the city.—I 
‘was obliging to my cuftomers, and not having any extravagant 
paffions to gratify, I was enabled to fell my goods at a moderate 
profit, which increafed my bufinefs, and augmented my pro- 
perty. My wife and daughter were always modeftly dreffed, 
deitable to the chara&ter of a tradefman. I had one only fon, 
whom I brought up to my own bufinefs; he was diligent and 
careful, and not being contaminated by evil example, he has 
fucceeded, and is doing well, 

The relaxation which | allowed myfelf, was meeting now and 
then fome of my brother tradefmen in an evening, after we had 
fhat thop, when we made it a rule that our expences fhould never 
exceed a fhilling each; and once in a month I treated my wife 
and my daughter to the gallery in the play-houfe, and on Sun- 
days we generally took a wa'k after evening prayers. 

In this manner we led, what 1 hope [ may call, an innocent 
life. I thrived in my bufinefs, and I fupported my credit by 
punctuality in my payments, having, by care and frogality, an 
affluence of money ready at all times to anfwer my engage- 
ments, 

I conceive, Mr. Prefident, that this is the manner in which 
tradefmen fhould aét, and were they to do fo, we fhould feldom 
hear of any bankruptcies; but, alas! how are things changed! 
The tradefman now, at the very dawn of fuccefs, launches out 
into thofe exceffes of vanity, folly, and extravagance, which lay 
walte his property, and endanger his principles. Inftead of 
being early in his thop, he {pends an hour of his time under the* 
hands of an hair-dreffer, and another hour in reading the news- 
paper, that he may beable to approve or condemn the meafures 


of the miniftry, with which he has nothing to do; and is more 
, earneft 














go THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINERS 


earneft to inveftigate the conduét of Mr. Pitt, Lord North, and 
Mr. Fox, than heis to difpofe of the goods in his thop, the care 
of which he leaves to a journeyman, or an apprentice, each of 
whom affeéts, though. in a lower degree, the fine gentleman as 
much as the matter, ' 

The tables of tradefmen are now totally different from what 
they were in my time ; there is hardly any thing which appetite 
craves, or vanity can fuggeft, in which they do not indulge 
themf{elves. 

Mr. Muthroom, the oil-man, keeps his coach, has his villa, 
and all the trappings of a manof fafhion. 

Mr. Stirrup, the fadler, is rather a peg lower; fcr the pre- 
fent he difpenfes with a gig to take his wife and daughter.to 
Hampiiead, or fome other outlet, where expence is not atall 
confidered. The publican refpects him, the waiter bows, calls 
him his honour, and he returns in the evening, quite fatisfied 
with his own importance. 

Dip, the chandler, infeéted by the fame vanity, affects the air 
of the gentleman. His table was at farft attended by a fervant 
maid; but hearing that Mr. Lait, the thoe-maker, kept-a man, 
he immediately hited a {pruce young footman, to attend at 
table, and to walk after his wife and daughter in the park, and 
in the ftreets at the court-end of the town, where they imagine 
they pafs for gentlewomen of fafhion, and thathno one {ufpeds 
they live in Blowbladder-ftreet. 

But to reprefent matters, Mr. Prefident, in their fall light, I 
beg leave to trefpafs a few minutes more on your patience, with 
an account of a ball given by young Twift, the button-maker, 
to the females of thofe tradefmen,—The intimacy that fubfitted 
between his late father (who was a very honeft induftrious man) 
and me, gave him an acquaintance in my family, and he ho- 
noured my wife and daughter with a card of invitation in the 
following elegant ftile :— 


** Mr. Twiit’s compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Steady, and re- 
quefts the honour of their company to 4 ball and fupper on the 
a2th inftant, where they will meet Mr. Mufhroom’s lady, and 
Mr. Stirrup and Mr. Dip’s ladies, and the young ladies their 
daughters, with feveral other young people of fafhion.”’ 


My wife and daughters were not willing to go, but I was cu- 
rious to know how they wereentertained. By their report, no 
ladies of quality were more expentively drefled, nor could there 
be a more elegant fupper, defert, various wines, &c. But, un- 
luckily, a difpute happened between Mifs Mufhroom and Milfs 

Dip, 
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Dip, about precedence; their partners, young Chip, the car. 
penter’s fon, and the fon of Mr. Frame, the hofier, were very 
near engaging in a duel; but the matter was compofed by the 
ladies drawing lots. 

My daughter, who was dreffed merely as we thought became 
her fituation, met with a little mortification. Mifs Mathroom 
and Mifs Dip turned up their nofes at her, and contrived that ° 
fhe and her partner fhould be the lowe couple; though without 
vanity [can fay, I can give her a better fortune than that o 
Mifs Mufhroom and Mifs Dip doubled: however, as fhe was 
always bred up with humility, fhe only laughed at their folly. 

I will not, Sir, take up any more of your time. You fee the 
complexion of things, and you will naturally {uppofe, that until 
this ridiculous vanity, expence, and diflipation among tradef- 
men, can be fupprefled, frequent bankruptcies muft happen: 
but how to ftop the prefent rage of fathion will, I fear, be diffi. 
cult ; for the wives and daughters will not alone oppofe arefore 
mation, but it is much to be apprehended that the hu{bands will 
continue in their prefent phrenzy until many of them appear in 


the Gazette. 
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STR, 
IS Majefty’s meflage concerning the wafte lands, &c. 
having been taken into confideration in the Houfe of 
Commons, the following thoughts upon this interetting fubjeét, 
written by a late noble Earl (Egmont), a fhort time after his 
prefeat Majefty’s acceffion to the crown, mutt be acceptable to 
all thofe perfons who with to inform themfelves fally upon the 
queftion. 

The tra&t from which this extra€t is made, was publifhed ia 
the year 1764 ; bat the fpirit of party and politics at that time 
running high, the pamphlet attra€ted very little notice at the 
time of its publication ; and is not now to be met with, except 
in the hands of a few curious perfons, 

Enfield Chace has been enclofed fince this tract was written. 





Thoughts upon the Improvement of the Wa/fte Lands. 


THE foreft lands were depopulated by William the Con- 


queror (who fhewed greater regard to the wild beafts of this 
county, 
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country, than to his conquered fubje&ts), and were at the timé, 
fome of the beft coltivated in the kingdom. New Forett in 
Hampbhire, was covered with numberlefs villages for 30 miles in 
extent, and had thirty mother churches, befides many {ubordinate 
ones within that diftrid. 

Enfield Chace, and Epping Foreft, and feveral other forefts 
and chaces, which are at prefent, in a manner, ufe'efs, would be- 
come of a very confiderable advantage to the kingdom, if pro+ 
perly cultivated. 

The only public advantage that could arife from thefe lands 
lying wafte, was from the timber they produced for the royal 
navy. But the timber, and even the young trees are fo abfo- 
lutely deftroved in many places, that no benefit of that kind is 
to be expected from the greateft partof them. Forty or 50,000 
acres of the beft wooded parts of the different forefls and chaces, 
properly inclofed and preferved, would produce more timber 
than the whole does at prefent. 

The feveral forefts and chaces are computed to contain above 
a million of acres. But fuppofing this eftimate to exceed by 
one half, and that they contain 500,000 acres ; there would 
Rill remain 250,000 acres for royal parks, chaces and timber. 

The property of thefe lands has been long vetted in the crown, 
with a night of commonage by cuftom to the borderers. There 
are alfo grants from the crown of feveral lodges, with certain 
privileges annexed. It is not propofec, that any fhould be de« 
prived of his right and property he is legally entitled toin them, 
without an equivalent. The lands appropriated to the diffe. 
rent lodges, might be fuffered to remain as at prefent; and the 
value of the right of commonage, or other privilege any perfon 
may Claim, leftto the determination of a jury, and paid out of 
the money arifing from the fale. 

As for a number of cottagers, who have erected huts on thefe 
lands, and fupport an idle life, by letting a few half-ftarved 
cattle range for a icanty fubfiftence in thefe forefts, and by fteal« 
ing wood, deer, or game, they can have no pretenfion for re- 
drefs, but only rather to be repreffed, as nurferies of villainy and 
idlenefs. 

If the widening of narrow paflages, and opening convenient 
ftreets, can be deemed fuflicient motives by the legiflature for 
obliging perfons to quit their habitations, and cf{pole of their 
properties at a price fixed by a jury ; it may be expected, with 
much greater reafon, that a law of this nature, which carries 
a public benefit of fo much higher importance along with it, 
fhould readily be aflented to by Parliament. 

The 
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The confent of his Majefty, as a fupreme part of the legifla- 
ture, and chief proprietor of thefe lands, is abfolutely neceflary 
to the paffing a law for this purpofe. And to his honour it can- 
not even be doubted but he will moft readily give his confent to 
any meafure that appears to be for the public good, more parti- 
cularly to a law of this mature. 

Enfield Chace, and Epping Foreft, when divided into fmall 
lots, would, undoubtedly, from their vicinity to the metropolis, 
fell at a good price, and when inclofed and cultivated, would 
probably be worth two guineasap acre, which is given for worfe 
lands; for thefe being quite frefh, would yield a very great in- 
creafe, with lefs expence of cultivation; and being of. infinite 
benefit to London, by fupplying its markets with corn, hay, 
ftraw. poultry, and many commodities, of which there is an ap- 
parent fcarcity, fince the town has been fo greatly enlarged. I 
fhould imagine the whole quantity propofed to be fold, would 
produce 15s. per acre, and twenty-five years purchafe, one with 
another,which would produce 4,787,500l. and 787,500l. would 
be fully fafficient to anfwer the value of all the rightsot com- 
monage, and other charges and expences that might attend the 
fale. And the refidue, it is obvious, would fo far exceed every 
prefent demand, that it would afford a very great and capital 
addition to the other fupplies and ftrength ot the kingdom in 
cafe of another war. Many other advantages would arife from 
the cultivation of thefe lands, Even the land. tax to be paid by 
them would, at 3s. in the pound, amount to above 37,000l. 
per ann. which would bea faving in proportion to the landed 
eftates of the kingdom. 

If foreign proteftants were admitted to purchafe thefe lands, 
with the privilege of naturalization for themfelves and families, 
by the purchafe of 100 acres, and a further privilege of natura- 
lization, for every family that fhould occupy a part of them, or a 
tenant of sol. per ann, within a limited time, aud continue in 
the fame for three or five years. It may reafonabiy be imagined, 
that many would grafp at fuch an opportunity ; and even that 
opulent families would choofe to eftablifh themfelves in a coun- 
try, whofe fituation and conftitution, with refpeét to religion 
and liberty, cannot be equalled; which would bea great in- 
ducement to many ufefal hands to come along with them ; to 
which their being near the metropolis, where they are always 
fure of the beft market, would be an extraordinary encovrage- 
ment. So that not only the fums of money that foreigners 
might pay for fuch lands, but probably the whole fortunes of 
fuch families, as well as numbers of ufeful hands, might be ace 
quired ; which is a point that may deferve our ferious attention, 
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as the nambers of our people muft have greatly been diminifhed 
by the laft war, and are likely to be more fo, by the very extene 
five addition of foreign territory we have acquired. 

Whoever refleé&ts on the impolitic conduct of Lewis XIV. in 

forcing fuch numbers of his proteftant fabjeéts to feek an afylum 
in this kingdom, on account of their religion, may from thence: 
date the rife and progrefs of feveral of the moft ufeful and 
profitable branches of our manufacture. By their fettling in 
Spitalfields, then the worft inhabited part of the fuburbs, it is 
become in little more than half a century, as opulent and popu- 
lous as moft other parts of the town ; and the defcendants of 
thefe induftrious people as heartily attached to our conftitution 
as any men in the country. 
v Althoagh war is no more, at leaft not for the prefent, we are 
ftill to deal. with an induftrious people, who will always be ready to 
viewith us in the arts of peace; and are certainly endeavouring to 
beat us outof foreign markets, by underfelling us, which they 
may poffibily effect, with greater fecurity than they could ftand 
before us in the field of battle, The moft certain means of 
avoiding an evil of this nature, which would be much more fa- 
tal to us than the lofs of any battle, is, by encreafing our number 
of ufeful hands and reducing our taxes on the neceffaries of life; 
by which our artificers will be enabled to work at moderate wae 
ges, and our manufacturers find their way to foreign markets, at 
as reafonable prices as their’s, The meafures that have been 
long purfued, were quite reverfe : every neceflary of life has 
been taxed, and re-taxed, in fuch a manner that it muft puzzle 
the greateft adept in ways and means to find any new tax that 
can belaid. Sothatneceflity feems to enforce fome other fyftem 
than the ruinoas one of borrowing and lending. 

If we confider the ufe that has alfo been made of our national 
credit; we thal, find, that were it not for the foundnefs of our 
conftitution, it muf have betrayed usinto ruin. We borrowed 
10 millions on it in King’s William’s war ; this debt was in- 
creafed to near 50 millions in Queen Anne’s wars; in the next to 
80 millions ; and in the laft war we have ftretched it to 148 mil- 
lions ; for which the nation in reality never have received above 
1cO millions, and the remainder has been fquandered in jobs, 
and contraéts. How much farther our credit would bear being 

itrained in this manner, without breaking, is more than any but 
Jews, Stock-jobbers or Contractors will pretend to determine: 
and who that has any regard to his country will try the experi- 
ment? at beft it is verging on a precipice, and a few paces more 
in the fame road may become irretrievable. Like a ipendthrift 


heir to a large efkate, in the hands of rapacious ufurers, we have 
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given the muft extravagant premiums, paid the higheft intereft, 
and mortgaged even the equity of redemption of a confiderable 
part of the eftate, for a aumber of years to come. 

The benefit the public would receive by the cultivation of 
250,000 acres of land, at prefent, in a manner ufelefs, as well as 
the advantage it might be to acquire a number of ufeful hands, 
do not properly come within the propofed eftimate. I thall 
therefore only rate the value of thefe lands according to what 
may be produced by the fale. This, I imagine, might be fuffi- 
cient, not only to difcharge the arrears of the civil lift, but three 
millions and a half of the debt, due to the Bank of England, 
which is at three per cent. and would be a faving to the public 
of 105,000]. per ann.—To which may be added the land tax, as 
before mentioned (for thefe lands, when properly cultivated, 
cannot be rated at lefs than 20s. per acre, one with another) 
which would produce a fum, not lefs than 37,500]. per ann. at 
only 3s. in the pound, 





Anecdotes of the Right Honourable Charles Fenkinfon. 


EFORE the political death of Mr. Jenkinfon in the Houfe 

of Commons, and antecedent to his removal to the Houfe 

of Lords, it may not be unentertaining to the public to read 
who, and what this man was, and how he rofe into power. 

Mr. Jenkinfon is the fon of an half-pay Colonel of that 
name, who lived in Oxfordthire, and barely fupported his fa- 
mily on that military income. He contrived, however, to give 
his fon an academic education, and fent him to Oxford, in order 
to prepare for the church ; there he made a confiderable figure, 
being remarkably high in ftature for his age, and he confe~ 
quently was baptized by the nick name of Tal/-Boy. 

It happened at this time that there was a great conteft for 
Oxfordhhire, between the families of the Duke of Marlborough 
and the Earl of Harcourt, and many fevere things were writ- 
ten ; among others, there was a lampoon on Lord Harcourt, 
in the mock-heroic ftyle, which made fome noife; and his 
Lordthip being the patron of the Jenkinfon family, Ta//-Boy 
was afked if he could not be of fervice in anfwering it. His 
reply was, that he would afe his beft endeavours, aad immedi- 
ately fet about the bufinefs, which he accomplifhed in a burlefque 
upon the Marlborough victories; which burlefque was afters 
wards fung in ballacs about Oxford, and is a¢tually the origin 


of the late French air called Marlbrouk. 
EK 2- The 
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The Earl was fo well pleafed with this, that he recom. 
mended Tail. Boy from the College to the Treafury, where he 
became a clerk, the moft attentive of apy in office. 

Mr. Jenkinfon (now no more Ta// Boy) had acdrefs enough 
to get the Harcourt intereft to recommend him to Lord 
Bote, then Secretary of State, and the noble Lord findiog him 
a moft fit perfon to do the bufinefs as his Secretary, in an ads 
miniftratjon the moft unpopular this country ever experienced, 
introduced him to the Houfe of Commons, and fince that day 
he has been making rapid progrefs to riches, which he now 
means fhall fupport atitle.—He never has been an expenfive 
man, and therefore, from his fituation under government, is fup» 
pofed to have amafled a confiderable fum of money. 

Mr. Jeokinfon has paffed his grand climacteric, being now 
near his 66th year. 





Epifile from the yearly Meeting of the People called Quakers, 
~ bela in London by Adjournment, from the 5th of the 6th 
Month, 1786, to the 12th of the fame Month, 


To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 
Great Britain, Ireland, and eHewhere. 


Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 


E have the fatisfaction to inform you, that this our an- 

\ V nual affembly hath been large ; and with reverence and 

gratitude we acknowledge that it Bath been favoured with the 

overfhadowings of that divine power and goodnefs which fir, 

gathered us to be a people; under the humbling influence 

whereof, the weighty affajrs which came before ys have been 
confidered and iffued in much brotherly love and concord. 

We have received intelligence from various quarters, that the 
teftimony which we have borne againft flavery, continues to 
gain ground ; and we have great encouragement to perfevere in 
our endeavours to excite a general abhorrence of that oppreflive 

ractice, 
' We obferve with fatisfaftion, from the accounts received, 
that friends are generally careful not to defraud the government 
in any branch of the revenue, nor to deal in goods clandeflinely 
imported. In arder to promote an increafing care in thefe re- 
{pects, we entreat all duly to confider, that by being acceffary in 
any degree, to the continuance of fuch unlawful pra@tices, even 
by buying for private uf only, encouragement is given to per. 
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jary and bloodthed, the frequent attendants of fmuggling ; the. 
- fair trader is thereby injured, and the revenue diminifhed, which 
occafions additional burthens on the public. 

We judge it expedient at this time to revive the following ad- 
vice, contained in the epiftle of 1759, viz. ‘* This meeting 
being forrowfully affected with the confideration of a great de- 
fection in fome among us from the practice of juftice and mora 
lity, divers of whom, from negligence, inattention, or ill- 
grounded hopes; and others from motives of ambition and an 
eager purfuit after the world, have launched out of their depth, 
and entered into various {chemes and branches of commerce be- 
yond their abilities to manage, and fome of them into fcanda- 
lous practices to uphold a temporary credit : greatly to the re- 
proach of our fociety, and in open contradiction to chat prin- 
ciple of univerfal righteoufnefs we profefs, which taught our 
anceftors fuch conduct, as to extort a confeflion from their ene- 
mies, that refpecting many of them, they could not find any oce 
cafion, unlefs concerning the law of their God. 

** And it is the fenfe and jadgment of this meeting, that if 
any fall fhort of paying their juft debts, and a compofition is 
made with their creditors to accept a part initead of the whole, 
notwithftanding the parties may look upon themfelves legally 
difcharged of any obligation to pay the remainder, yet the prin- 
ciple we profefs enjoins full fatisfaction to be made, if ever the 
debtors are of ability. Andin order that fuch may the better 
retrieve their circumitances, we exhort them to fubmit to a mane 
ner of living, in every refpect, the moft conuucive to this pur- 
pofe, and corref{pondent to the fate they are reduced to; it bein 
exceediugly difhonourable for any to live in oftentation a 
greatnefs at the expence of others, which is certainly the cafe 
where any part of the debts due by the law of equity and ftrict 
juftice remain unpaid.” 

Many are the fnares which the enemy of man’s happinefs is 
fecretly laying to betray the unwary, and to obitruct the work of 
divine grace in the heart. We feel a religious concern for our 
fellow- profeffors, that they may be preferved from every hurtful 
thing: Andas this age of diflipation and of curious unprofitable 
enquiry abounds with publications injurious to the caufe of true 
religion, tending to fill the mind with vain notions and fruitlefs 
{peculations, and to draw it from the plain difcoveries of truth 
in the heart, and from an attention tothe excellent truths and 
precepts of the gofpel, we afteCtionately caution all, and parti- 
cularly thofe who have in any degree experienced the operation 
of the divine word, to live under its holy influence ; cepending 
folely thereon, and not leaning to their own underftandings 5 

ever 
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ever bearing in mind, that the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Jpirit of God, for they are foolifone/s unto him; 
neither can he know them, becaufe they are Spiritually difcerucd.— 
1 Cor. ii. 14. 

As the Lord hath been gracioufly pleafed to renew the vifi- 
tations of his love unto the inhabitants of this land, and to 
awaken, in the minds of many, a fenfe of the want of his 
faving help, raifing in them an enquiry after the knowledge of 
the trath; we befeech all in profeffion with us carefully to ex- 
amine whether they are concerned to improve by the abundant 
Jabour beftowed, fo as to bring forth fruit anfwerable thereto. 

May the elders, and heads of families, confider the importance 
of the truft repofed in them ; and by a watchful care over their 
own condudt, be qualified to inftrué& the beloved youth in the way 
of piety and virtue ; that being good examples to them herein, 
they may, with authority, rebuke and exhort the unruly and dif- 
orderly walkers, and tenderly encourage every appearance of 

ood. 

Although a forrowful deviation appears in many from that 
plainnets in drefs and fimplicity of life and manners, into which 
truth led our anceftors, and {till leads all who follow it with un- 
referved obedience, yet we are comforted in the profpect of a 
return from the Babylonifh captivity, and that many of the 
youth are learning of him who faid, J am meek and lowly in beart. 
We entreat all thefe to dweli in patience, remembering, that 
be that believeth foall not make bafte. ‘Thus will they know a 

rowth in the root of life, and experience a gradual increafe in 
Firicoal knowledge, and eftablifhment upon Chrift Jefus, the 
rock of ages, and, by his power, be formed a people to his 
praife. 

And, dear friends, that your true happinefs may increafe 
through faithfulnefs to divine requirings, and you thereby made 
more ufefal in the Lord’s hand to promote the caufe of truth in 
the earth, we recommend to all-a diligent attendance to our re- 
ligious meetings, it being neceffary to our advancement in true 
religior and virtue, to be frequent in the exercife in waiting 
upon God, that our ftrength may be renewed in him, who is 
alone the {ufficient help of his people. And as we daily ftand 
in need of that wifdom which is profitable to direét, of whom 
fhould we afk it bot of God? and how can we afk aright, but 
by that affiftance of the good fpirit which is to be obtained by 
waiting vpon himin humility and fear, with minds abftracted 
from the incumbering concerns of this life? Let not the {mall- 
ne{s of numbers, nor the want of outward miniftry, difcourage 


any: place not your dependance on man, bur on the Lord = 
= who 
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who never fails to help thofe who put their truft in him, and who 
hath gracioufly affared us, that where two or three are met toges 
ther in his name, there he is in the midft of them. 

We apprehend that the want of a right concern to difcharge 
this important cuty, hath been one great caufe of the declenfion 
which appears in divers places, and of the falling away of ma- 
ny; concerning whom it may be faid, as of Demas formerly, 
they have loved this prefent world. But be ye more and more 
engaged to feek a better inheritance, not labouring for an in- 
creafe of outward riches, which cannot be long enjoyed, but to 
lay up treafure in Heaven, where the moth cannot corrupt, nor 
thieves break through and fteal. 

In much brotherly lowe we affeétionately Jalute you, and remain 
your friends and brethren. 

Signed, &c. 
RICHARD REYNOLDS, 
Clerk to the Meetings this Year. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


On feeing Mr. St. Croix afcend with his Balloon from the 
Cafile of Exeter, Fune 193 1786+ 


HE heavy morn reluétant rofe, 
Dull was the atmofphere, 
Nor did bright Sol his rays diiclofe, 
To make the profpect clear. 


But, as if Heav’n approv’d the decd, 
The azure fky appear’d ; 

Pheebus his chariot mounts with f{peed, 
And ev’ry heart was cheer’d, 


St. Croix is borne above the clouds, 
Perceiv’d by ev’ry eye ; 
Tranfporting fcene! Behold what crouds 
Now hail him in the fky ! 


He ventures regions to explore, 
A itranger to difmay ; 

And where was never _/aint before, 
Undaunted wisgs his way. 


Nor 
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Nor when he faw the fatal rent* 
' _-His courage him forfook; 
Cooly prepares for his defcent, 
And gaily fings Marlbrouke 


What nombers now with raptures gaze 
And:wait the hefo’s fate 

With pity, wonder, and amaze, 
See ev’ry heart dilate, 


/ Novght could the awful view excel _ 
Which yielded fuch delight 5 
Nor moft luxuriant fancy teil 
The foul awak’ning fight. 


Favour’d by Heav’n, he now defcends, 
Triumphant quits his'car ; 

To earth is welcom’d by his friends, 
And crouds refort from far, 


The joyous, eager multitude, ' 
The ftory quickly learn ; 

With heart fincere, though accent rude, 
Proclaim his fafe return. 


Devonia’s fons, with gen’rous mind, 
The hero patronize, 
Nor let that genius be confin’d, 
Which foars beyond the fkies. 
ROBERT PADDOCK, 
Exeter, Fuly 3.1785. 


* Mr. St. Croix, at this very alarming accident (the balloon being 
rent upwards of four feet), and though at a flupendous height, inftea 
of giving Way to apprehenfions, endeavoured to clofe the rent with his 
teeth, laid hold of-the two necks of the balloon, and, with that fang 
Sroid bighly chara@eriflic of his countrymen, recolle&ed a line or two 
of the celebrated Freach air called Marlbrouk. 





REFLECTIONS. 


O be efteemed a good neighbour, do little friendly offices 

with a good grace, and gratefully, repay the fmalleft fa- 

vour; to made in converfation, learn to hear, and know when 

to fpeak ; and, to correct your foibles, mark their effect in 
others, 





and 
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Dignity is ating with a due regard to one’s own charatter 
ahd that of others. 





An ANECOD°:0OT E., 


"Tse prefent Emperor of Germany is not more grave and 

determinate in his political charaéter, than éafy and hu- 
mourous in his hours of private relaxation; and the following 
incident, as it exhibits a ftrong fymptom of his difpofition, may 
be amufing to our readers :— 

Juft before Oftend was declared a free port, a prodigious 
concourfe of people affembled at the place to be prefent at the 
interefting ceremony, and to behold the imperial Jofeph. 

The Emperor i travelling towatds Oftend, on this occafion, 
was attracted by the appearance of a poor woman, at the door of 
acottage, who feemed to difcover in her counténance {ome traces 
of dejeétion and difappointment.—He was rather before his 
train, a cuftom not unufual to him, and difmounted ‘rom his 
horfe to hear the poor woman’s ftory. 

She told her vifitor, of whofe diitinguifhed rank fhe had no 
fufpicion, that fhe had beenearneftly entreating her hufband for 
permiffion to accompany him to Oftend, to which he had juft de- 
parted, in order to fee the Emperor, bot that al] her fuppli- 
cations were fruitlefs. She urged the peculiar unkindnefs of his 
tefufal in the flrongeft terms, obferving that he was but an alien, 
and could not be fuppofed to love her royal mafter with the fame 
fpirit of ardent loyalty, which glowed in her bofom ; that the 
was defcended from a family which had, through its feveral ge- 
nerations, refided 50c years inthe fame neighbourhood, and had 
always been particularly dillingaified for its attachment to their 
Sovereign, She concluded with afferting, the equalled any of her 
anceftcrs in her hereditary fentiment, and would*cheartully un- 
dergo the fevereft hardfhips, and think herfelf amply requited, 
if the could obtaina fight of that illuftrions character, whofe 
virtues exalted him more than his elevated fituation. 

The Emperor was fo ftruck by the zeal of the poor cottager, 
that he immediately pulled a {nuff-box from his pocket, moft 
fplendidly decorated with diamonds, which furrounded a pitture 
of himfelf; this he pave her, and told her, that if the brut+lity 
of her hufband had prevented her feeing the original, her loyalty 
and feeling deferved, ac leait, to be rewarded by acopy of the 
matter the fo mach revered, 

The likenefs of the picture was fo exact, that the woman im- 
mediately perceived to whom fhe had communicated her fenti- 

Vou. Vill. 184. F ments, 
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ments, and fell on her knees with every token of love and vene- 
ration. 

The Emperor only ftaid till he procured the name of her huf- 
band, and learned where he was moft likely to be found in 
Oftend : a meflenger was then difpatched forward, with necef- 
fary directions for finding the man, who was foon traced, and 
fent immediately to prifon, according to the Emperor’s order, 

The man enquired the cavfe of his arreft and confinement, 
but could obtain no anfwer ; he was, however, moft fumptuoufly 
entertained, and kept in prifon three days, and then told he was 
at liberty, 

When he came out, he found that the Emperor had quitted 
Oftend, and that the obje&t of his journey, which was a fight of 
him, could only be gratified by his going to Vienna. 

The flory of the uf box, when he came home, revealed the 
myftery of his imprifonment, and confoled him for the lofs of 
that sight which his wife had fo advantageoufly enjoyed. 











Anfwer, by F, Alba, of Chard, to 8. T. Gundry’s Queftion, 
inferted May 1. 


FrOoR all quefttons of this data work as follows :—To 
half of the courfe 16° 52’ 30’-+ the co, courfe 56° 15’ 
+45° = 118° 8’ 30’. Then, as the fine of 118° 87 30° 
> 268 Jeagues 3: the fine of 16° 52’ 30”: 88.22 a 
fourth term. And as radius * 88.22 2: the fine of 45° 
to the qeparture 62.38 leagues. Now with the courfe 
33° 45’ and departure 62.38 the dif. is 112.3, and diff. of 
Jat. 93-32, and lat. come into is 25° 26’ 3” north. 
Proor. -Add 62 38 + 112.3 + 93:32 = 268, as per 
queition, 





Anfuser, by W. Cory, of Cranborne, to Nafe’s enigmatical Lift of 
Fife, inferted May 1. 


1. Herring. 5- Sound, 
2. Jafnake. 0. Eel 

3- Ling. 7 Salmon. 
4. Plaice. 8. Mackarel. 


§\|§ We have received the like anfwer from J, Quant, of 
Hinton St. George, 


° Anfur, 
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Aafwer, by T. Pafmore, of Beer, to W. Gofs’s Anagram, inferted 
May 8. 


SOLE tranfpos’d, then to my fight 
A SLOE I quickly brought to light ; 
Again, as you defir’d, I found, 
Transform’d, to LOSE it would expound. 


*\|* We have received the like anfwer from P. Davis, of 
Rattery ; W. Cory, of Cranborne, J. C. of Bridport; G. King- 
man, of Buckland-Newton ; J. Quant, of Hinton St. George ; 
W. Gooden, of Somerton; R. Batter, of Shobrooke ; Hercu- 
les, of Chudleigh ; T. Whicker, of Exeter; C. Lobb, of Ty- 
wardreth ; and H. Trudgen, of Penzance. 





Anfwer, by T. Shoel, of Montacute, to M.Thomas’s Rebus inferted 
April io. 


F yeoman half, of vilify the fame, 
Together join, and YEOVIL it will name. 


tilt We have received the like anfwer from T. Petvin, 
of Street; and J. Quant, of Hinton St, George. 





Anfwer, by E. Sherman, of Ugborough, to W.Go/i?’s Rebus, ine 
firted April 24. 


O long as God doth give me life and breath, 
S I°tP'fear to fin more than I will fear DEATH. 


t§t We have received the like anfwer from W. Weftcott 
and IT’. Locock, of Martock ; TI’, Pafmore, of Beer; and C. Lobb, 
of Tywardreth. 





A QUESTION, by F. Turner, of Exeter. 


GIVEN 31-4th of 3-5ths of the difference between the 
\F bafe and hypothenufe of a right angled triangle =1,2 
. F 2 chains, 
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chains, and 2-5ths of the difference between the perpene 
dicular and hypothenufe=2,5 chains, Required thé fides 
and area of the triangle. 





TOWNS ia DEVONSHIRE enigmatically exprefed, by Vates, 


gS Fae ort THS of to perform, and three-eighths 
of horrible. 

2. Atree,a part of a fwine, and a mcafare. 

3. To command, a vowel, and a fhallow part of a river. 

4- A weapon, and part of the face. 

5. Two-fifths of fearful, three-fourths of a part of fpeech, 
and three-fixths of a part of the head. 

6. Half of aninn,a vowel, and a part of a fire-arm, 

7» Half of to thake, and a promontory. 

8. A tharp tool, half of a {pace of time, and three-fourths of 
auftere. j ' 

g- Half of a recital, two-fifths of to join together, and a 
meafure. 

10. Three-fourths of fafhion, and to inter. 

it. A domettic quadruped, changing a letter, and a rivulet. 





' 4n ANAGRAM, by W. Patten, of Newton-Abdbott. 


N vfeful herb tranfpos’d aright, 
An animal "twill bring to light. 





A. BR EB.B. U:& 


: ¥ name you’ll fee, if you by me 
Will deign, firs, to be guided ; 
An hundred and ten will thew the fame, 
By nothing when divided, 








4n ENIGMA, by F. Macey, of Rattery. 


E riddling wits, my name explore, 
Make me appear in Goadby’s page ; 
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Great ufe I’ve been in days of yore, 
Nor lefs within this prefent age. 


My parent is the earth ’tis true; 
From you my birth I will not hide ; 
Full oft affiftance Ido thew ~ : 
To many when they’re fick indeed, 


Whenwinter {preads its igy chain, - - -, 

Then in fome clofet fafe I lie; y 
There is my ftation to remain 

Till the fair {pring advanceth nigh, . 
?Tis then my goodnefsI extend 

To thofe who have recourfe tome; 
And oft to them [ am a friend 

When they are in fad deftiny, 


A good phyfician you'll explore 

In me ;—wheo I extend my aids, 
The dying in their beds reftore, 

And often raife their drooping heads, 


My tears are often feen to flow ; 
I grieve to fee them in ciftrefs, 
And not one pleafant giance to glow, 
Becaufe they are fo fore opprefs’d, 


For want of me there’s many die, 
Though I am of an humble ftation’s 
And now they in oblivion lie 


~~ "Phrovghout this famous Britifh nations 


But why fhould they refufe'to fend ° 
For one who never takes a fee, 

And am fo kind my aid to lend? 
What more can they defire of ‘me? 


From thefe few hints, whith are fo plain, 
My name I’m fure yoa’!] quickly find ; 

Now treat me not then with difdain, 
BecaufeI havea gen’rous mind. 


POETRY. 





























P @ 8 RY, 


Prologue to Mrs. Inchbalé’s Farce called The Widow's Vow, 
Written by Mr. Hotcrort, 
Spoken by Mr. BANNISTER, Junior, 


ROLOGUES, with cauftic touch, have often tried, 
To probe your fpleen, prove knaves and fools allied ; 
Have twifted words and written thoufand ways, 
To thew that thefe are mot degenerate days ! 
A ditkerent tafk be our’s; we'll prove that you 
Are wife and happy ; nay, though ftrange, ’tis true! 
Firft on your fofety think ! Now belles appear, 
By ample bulwarks guarded front and rear !_ 
Now male and female amble fide by fide, 
‘Exempt from harm, by breaft-works fortified ! 
Here polygons defend Mifs Molly’s breaft ! 
‘There horn-works huth the hufband’s cares to reft ! 
By ramparts, daily rais’d, he’s freed from cares, 
It he’ll but grant fufficient for repairs. 
Our ftrength thus prov’d, proceed we to difclofe 
How new-made wealth through new-made channels flows! 
How rich we are in medal-ruft and rare things! 
In copper-coins, gilt-pence, and Queen Anne’s farthings ! 
How fhells, ituff’d monkies, and Cremona’s old, 
In hand of auttioneer are current gold ! 
He ** Going! Going!” cries, ‘* The hammer’s up: 
“« This fine antique! this Roman caudle cup !” 
A gem fo rare makes connoiffeurs turn pale : 
Fearfal alike to purchafe or to fail, 
Hope trembles, ftarts, from lip to lip rebounds, 
Till down he’s knock’d, by—ah!—one thoufand pounds! 
The envied purchafer, with joy elate, 
Pays for his prize by—felling his eftate! 
While 
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While Smirk, in florid ftyle, words nicely plac’d, 
Protefts thee lots does ’anner to his tafte !— (mimicking. ) 

Yes! fure you’re happy ! and fhould reft content, 

Now landfcapes are reduc’d fifteen per cent ! 

And Claude’s and Titian’s new-found wonders may 

By new-made Peers be bought—if new-made Peers can pay. 
( Affuming forrow.) 

One thing indeed may well your peace invade, 
(Weeps) Pawnbrokers threaten you to leave off trade! 
(Returning to his former chearful tone.) 

All things confidered, now, while fafety fmiles, 
And wealth inundates thus our queen of ifles ; 
While Vickery head-defeéts fo: foon repairs, 

And half unpeople’s Greenland of her bears ; 
While exhibitions, galas, and reviews, 
Lifle-ftreet, Vanxhall, the Abbey, Handel, Hughes, 
Flutes, fiddles, trombo’s, double-drums, baffoons, 
Mara, the {peaking figure, fith-balloons, 
Earth-baths, live eagles, fuch as never flew, 

L’ Hercule du Roi! and General Jackoo ! 

While thefe create a round of fach delight, 

Sure we may hope yoa will not frown to night 
While farces numerous as thefe go down, 

Our farce may, in its turn, amufe the town ! 
And {miling, thus, on folly’s vaft career, 

Sure not on us alone you'll be fevere! 








For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
A. 3’ tb BB Roe = 


H! fay, does Chloe feek to fhun my fight, 
And wound tne heart of oné that loves fo true? 
Is the fecluded through the gloom of night? 
Oh, no! ’tis abfence keeps her from my view- 


In vain [I mafic’s aid defpairing feek 
To chafe the dilatory hours away ; 

An hoar of abfence feems to me a week, 
And the fhort minute as a tedious day. 


Th’ enamell’d meads and folitary groves 


In vain [ traceto mitigate my grief ; 
if 
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If Chloe’s abfent all difgufting proves, 
Nor can their beauties give to me relief. 


The blackbird plies his warbling notes in vain, 
Alike the lark his early mattin fings 5 

The dove alone alleviates my pain, 
She only confolation to me brings. 


Our wailings joined for our abfent love 
Re-echo from each diftant throng of trees 3 

The broken accents onward fluttering move 
Upon the broken eddies of the breeze. 


Swift fly yé Zephyrs then unto her breaft, 
And fhould you wantonly around her play, 
See that my charmer you do not moleft, 
Bat foftly fan all noxious fumes away. 


Tell her I live, and Jong her face to fee 
To eafe the ardent aching of my heart; 
If the refufes, then the grave will be, 
A welcome remedy to heal the {mart. 
WwW. G Oo S S. 
Street, Fune 21, 1786. 





EPIGRA M. 


A saerne: once for a vicar’s place try’d, 

Sung an anthem, and got the old dean on his fide : 
He next to the organift went to rejoice, 

And faid with much glee, ** I have got the dean’s voice.”® 
The organift faid, ‘* Tat might gain you renown ; 

** For you ftood but a very poor chance with your own,” 











EPITAPH ON A DYER. 


been many a year Jobn dyed to Jive, 

And dying troubles bore ! 

How chang’d the fcene ! for yefter-morn 
John died to live no more ! 


TIMOTHY SLY. 
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